HURST <& BLACKETT'S 'T'HE NAUTICAL WEEK-END BOOK James Hanley
Author of "DRIFT", "BOY", "HOLLOW SEA"  (Recommendation of the Book Society), etc.
Here is a really original book. Heaven knows why no one thought of it before. Considering that the vast majority of people have an intense love of anything nautical, it is all the stranger that nothing of this kind is in existence.
James Hanley has compiled an exquisite collection of sea miscellanea covering every conceivable phase of life in, on, and evenly remotely connected with the sea.
It is essentially a hotch-potch and not a book of studied orderliness. Mr. Hanley has deliberately made it as unorthodox as possible simply because a mere handbook would give no idea of the glorious contrasts and surprises which are part and parcel of true seafaring literature. Here we have a comp6te of sketches, stories, biographies, jokes, reports, ships' logs, etc., etc. ; strange and traditional oaths are interlarded with classic verse and ships' menus. Unusual bills of lading share a page with accounts of epic voyages. The end of a biography of some old pirate of the past is spliced, as it were, to a particularly tarry limerick. There pass in procession queer weather forecasts, great escapes, battles, disasters, mutinies, stories of terrific storms, disappearances, mysteries and the like. Blowing right through the book is the authentic tang of the sea. Here is what the author says :
"Writers go to sea and sailors write, it seems. Sea literature has had its romantic as well as its realistic interpreters, just as it has had its writers who are interested in ships and those who are merely interested in men. But the area covered has largely been that of the familiar and the significant, albeit with many variations. The Nautical Week-End Book has aimed at bringing in its opposites, the insignificant and the unfamiliar.
"We are all more or less aware (at least we ought to be) of Joseph Conrad's Typhoon, but how many are aware that there exists in such work as Rabelais' a superb sea chapter (and the French are not usually good writers about the sea)? Or, for that matter, that Andreyev wrote superbly about a ship he had never seen ?
"This excursion off the beaten track has yielded many discoveries, and they are set out in this book for the reader's entertainment and information. The tempo of the book is like that of the excursion train that rushes off its passengers on an unknown, a secret journey, and in travelling has collected the odd and the fantastic as well as the plebeian and the utterly significant.
"In brief, therefore, this book is a rich haul that has been netted from the depths of nautical literary history, and which, carefully prepared for the discriminating reader's palate, has been generously garnished, here and there, with a modern sauce."
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